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The Child & Family 
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for their commitment to helping kids and 
family today for a better tomorrow

Providing retirement products and related services since 1945
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The Mission of The 
Child & Family 

Guidance Center is 
to provide culturally 

informed mental 
health services & 
complementary 

supports to 
children, teenagers, 

& their families, 
regardless of their 

ability to pay.

“

“
Champions  for  Chi ldren

[ 5:30 VIP Entry [ Early Silent Auction Opportunities, (closes 6:15)  

[ 6:00 Champion Champagne Toast 

[ 6:15 General Admission Entry [ Cocktail Reception with 

Passed Hors d’oeuvres, Tasting Stations [ General Auction

[ 7:00  Welcome: 
Michael Patota, President/CEO & 

Dana Scinto, Chairperson of The Board of Directors

[ 7:15 Guest Honorees:
Connecticut’s Attorney General Willam Tong

Michelle Suarez and family

[ 8:00 General Auction Closes [ Dessert [ 8:30 – 9:00 pm Check out



As she retires from many 
years of service on our 
Board of Directors we are 
thrilled to be honoring 
Ann Owens as our 2019 
Champion for Children. 
Ann’s life-long dedication to 
child and family wellbeing 
exemplifies our goals and 
mission, and we have been 
fortunate to have had her 
steady leadership for so many 
years. Born in Bridgeport, 
she attended Sacred Heart 
Academy in Stamford and 
went on to graduate from 
Marymount College in 
Tarrytown NY in 1963. She 
returned to Bridgeport 
where she married Howard 
T. Owens and taught 2nd 
grade in Fairfield. Ann and 
Howard raised their children 
Caroline, Howard, Paul 
and Martha in Bridgeport. 
An attorney who would 
later become a judge on 
Connecticut’s Superior Court, 
Howard served as a state 
senator from 1972  to 1988 
with Ann working on every 
campaign alongside him. 

Active in all their children’s 
schools, on committees & 
PTA’s, Ann was also a Girl 
Scout leader, member of the 
greater Bridgeport Garden 
Club and a member of  The 
American Association of 
University Women. Ann 
continues to serve as a 
member of the Junior 
League, (as a sustainer), 
and is an active member of 
Philanthropic Educational 
Organization, a Christian 
Women’s organization 
providing scholarships to 
college bound women & 
women seeking further 
degrees. Her grown children 
and in-laws, and 5 wonderful 
grandchildren, join us in 
celebrating her legacy of 
service to the The Child & 
Family Guidance Center and 
Greater Bridgeport.

Honoring 
Ann Owens

We are thrilled to be hosting 
Special Guest Honoree 
Connecticut’s 
Attorney  General 
William Tong



We are only as  
strong as our  
connection to others 

As a firm, we understand what matters to our 
clients and what kind of tomorrow they are hoping 

for. That’s why we are proud to support 
The Child & Family Guidance Center!

blumshapiro.com

866.356.BLUM 
Connecticut | Massachusetts | Rhode Island

The Child & Family Guidance 
Center Board of Directors

2018 – 2019
Thank you for your service!  

Dana Scinto, Chair
Mindee Blanco, Co-Chair

John Skelly, Finance
Ann Owens, Secretary

Carla Gray
Caroline Crawford Owens

Dale Fredston
Dan Tenney
Jeanne Bell

Jennifer Moorin
Michael Ruggiero

Nicholas D’Addario
Richard Strompf, Retired 

September 2019
Sandra Haughn, 

Retired March 2019
Patrick McCabe

Thank you to our 
Event Planning Committee

BOARD MEMBERS

Nick D’Addario
Carla Gray

Caroline Crawford Owens
Ann Owens
Dana Scinto

SENIOR LEADERS

Michael Patota, President/CEO
Hannah Albee, 

Director of Development
& 

the many staff and community 
volunteers for your extra time 

and talent as

Champions for Children



LIMITED SCOPE REPRESENTATION

What? Limited scope representation is partial representation which  
is relatively new and allow ed in fami ly leg al matters.
How? Both the attorney and the client file appearances with the court. The 
client, with the assistance o f the  attorney, decid e wha t part s of th e matter the 
attorney wil l handle  an d wha t part s of th e matte r th e client will handle. Each 
is allowed to work independently bu t often  confer  fo r strategic purposes.  
Why? Cost savings and control. Legal representation is expensive. Limited 
Scope Representation gives the client the option of representing themselves 
with the benefit of an attorney for the parts of the case they feel is important    
or complicated. It also gives the client more control over how their legal matter 
proceeds which some people see as a benefit instead of a burden. 

Who? Law Offices  of  Bellenot &   Boufford,  LLC located  in Monroe .  Call  
Attorney  Kathy  Boufford  for  a FREE  phone   consultation  to see if this service 
is right for you or your client.

203-304-9050   A-la-carte.bbesq.com
marcumllp.com

The Child & Family 
Guidance Center honors 
the thousands of parents & 
children we serve every year. 

#lifejustgotbrighter

68 Water Street South Norwalk, CT 

203-957-8686

chloewinstonlighting.com
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Two things have remained 
constant in The Child & 
Family Guidance Center’s 
history—the need for 
affordable mental health 
services and champions to 
advocate for them.

On September 1, 1925, the 
Bridgeport Mental Hygiene 
Clinic opened its doors. The 
inspiration behind the clinic’s 
creation came from wealthy 
businessman Clifford W. 
Beers, who was instrumental 
in the establishment of 
the Connecticut Society 
for Mental Hygiene. Beers 
himself suffered from mental 
illness, and could afford the 
very best treatment. Knowing 
that many people could not 
pay for treatment of any kind, 
he rallied a group of business 
people in Bridgeport to 
support this new venture. 
With an operating budget of 
$5424, we started out with 
a staff of two, providing 

free mental health care in 
Bridgeport several days each 
week.

Three name changes and 
three Bridgeport locations 
later, The Child & Family 
Guidance Center is now 
located at 180 Fairfield 
Avenue. With an operating 
budget of almost $11 
million, we have a staff of 
approximately 120 people and 
operate two satellite offices in 
Stratford and Norwalk.

Our fourteen programs 
help thousands of people in 
Fairfield County, with the 
majority of our work being 
done in Greater Bridgeport 
and Greater Norwalk. Across 
all of our programs, we strive 
to increase the emotional 
well-being of the people we 
serve and create stable and 
nurturing environments for 
children.

Our History
CORE VALUES

ADVOCACY 
We actively advocate for
improved quality of life 

for our families, our 
organization and our 

community.

ACCOUNTABILITY
We empower each 

employee to accept, 
own and fulfill their job 

responsibilities in an 
environment of a high 

level of trust between all
levels of the

organization.

FAMILY
CENTRIC

Working with families is at 
the core of our practice.

COLLABORATION 
We work intentionally 

between teams and 
functions and externally 
with other providers to

meet the agency’s 
strategic goals.



Si lent  Auct ion Si lent  Auct ion

Thank you to our Nonprofit Neighbors

And Generous Donors to our Silent Auction:
Academy Award Winning Actress Susan Sarandon

Optimal Mind Body by Magen Banwart
Our Board of Directors 

Thanks to our Local Business Good Neighbors



The law firm of Pullman & 
Comley is proud to support 
the 2019 Champions for  
Children Gala and The Child 
& Family Guidance Center

@pullmancomley

pullcom.comBRIDGEPORT
203.330.2000

HARTFORD
860.424.4300

SPRINGFIELD
413.314.6160

WATERBURY
203.573.9700

WESTPORT
203.254.5000

WHITE PLAINS
914.705.5355

STAMFORD
203.324.5000

We are grateful for these Generous Supporting 
Friends of The Child & Family Guidance Center

The Child & Family Guidance Center is honored to 
thank the the following Champions for Children for 
their generous Event Sponsorships

RING OF CHAMPIONS

MOST VALUABLE PLAYERS

WINNERS CIRCLE

ANN T. D’ADDARIO FOUNDATION

 In-Kind Sponsors:

Ann Owens
Howard Owens 
Susan Sarandon 
John &  Sue Skelly
Richard & Eleanor Garvey
William Roberti &
Suzette Roberti Toledano
Dan & Barbara Tenney
The Ernest and Joan Trefz  
Foundation
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KAYJEAN
FRANCOIS

K a y j e a n _ f @ y a h o o . c o m



Clinic & Administrative Offices

180 Fairfield Avenue
Bridgeport, CT

  

PROGRAMS
• Care Coordination
• Community Support for Families
• Early Childhood Consultation 

Partnership
• Family Based Recovery
• Functional Family Therapy
• Intensive Family Preservation
• Multi-Systemic Therapy
• Mobile Crisis Intervention Services
• Nurturing Families Network
• Outpatient Mental Health
• Positive Parenting Program
• Reunification and Theraputic Family 

Time
• Substance Abuse Programs
• Visitation Center 

         Tel: (203) 394-6529 www.cfguidance.org

Norwalk Clinic                                       Stratford Clinic 
80 Ferry Boulevard                                1 Park Street
Norwalk, CT                                          Stratford, CT 066015

We are proud to 
support 

The Child & Family 
Guidance Center
As they continue to 
help kids & families 
today for a better 

tomorrow

Working for the Future

You Want
www.BarnumFinancialGroup.com
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